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Notes on contributors
Robert Aldrich is Professor of European History at the University of 
Sydney. Among his works are Greater France: a history of French over-
seas expansion, Vestiges of the colonial empire in France: monuments, 
museums and colonial memories and an edited collection, The age of 
empires.
Craig Browne is a senior lecturer in the Department of Sociology and 
Social Policy at the University of Sydney. His current research inter-
ests include critical social theory, praxis philosophy, social imaginaries, 
democracy, social conflicts and modernity. He recently published in 
Thesis Eleven, Critical Horizons and European Journal of Social Theory.
Gillian Cowlishaw studied anthropology at Sydney University in the 
1970s, taught at Charles Sturt University and the ANU in the 1980s and 
at the University of Sydney in the 1990s. Her first research in Southern 
Arnhem Land led to Rednecks, eggheads and blackfellas (1999). Other 
works, Black, white or brindle (1988) and Blackfellas, whitefellas and the 
hidden injuries of race (2004) explore existential questions and living 
dramas arising from the racial binary in rural Australia. Now working 
in Sydney’s western suburbs, her latest work, The city’s outback (2009), 
analyses the nature of social research, contrasting conceptions of the 
suburbs, as well as local Indigenous self-perception. Gillian currently 
holds an Australian Professorial Fellowship at UTS.
Didier Fassin is James D. Wolfensohn Professor of Social Science at 
the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton and Director of Studies 
at the École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales in Paris. He directs 
the Interdisciplinary Research Institute for Social Sciences (CNRS–
Inserm–EHESS–University Paris North). His recent publications 
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include When bodies remember: experience and politics of AIDS in South 
Africa, (2007), The empire of trauma: an inquiry into the condition of 
victimhood (with Richard Rechtman, 2009), Contemporary states of 
emergency: the politics of military and humanitarian intervention (with 
Mariella Pandolfi, 2010), La raison humanitaire: une histoire morale du 
temps présent (2010).
Deirdre Howard-Wagner has worked for 15 years as a senior policy 
officer and academic focusing on key Indigenous law and policy 
issues, including working within the Office of Indigenous affairs in 
the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet in the 1990s. She 
has conducted fieldwork in Maningrida in the Northern Territory 
and Newcastle in New South Wales. While working as a Senior Policy 
Officer, she spent periods of time in Indigenous communities in areas 
around North Queensland working with, for example, the Kuku Yalanji 
peoples in the Mosman Gorge and Wajul Wajul settlements. Her socio-
legal work explores the state governmentality of Indigenous rights and 
justice in the context of land rights, Indigenous heritage protection, 
criminal justice, Indigenous customary law, self-determination, and 
more recently child protection. She is currently a lecturer in socio-legal 
studies at the University of Sydney.
Phillip Mar is presently a researcher with the Centre of Cultural 
Research, University of Western Sydney. He completed a doctorate in 
social anthropology in 2002, and has lectured in cultural sociology and 
anthropology at the University of Sydney, the University of New South 
Wales and Macquarie University. His research interests include transna-
tional migration and culture, political affect, contemporary Hong Kong 
and Chinese society and culture, urban spaces, and the sociology of art.
Justine McGill is a lecturer in the Department of Philosophy at the 
University of Sydney. Her current work brings together her teaching 
speciality in political philosophy with her earlier love of Nietzsche, in 
the form of a study of responsibility and irresponsibility in modern life.
Emmanuel Renault teaches philosophy at the École Normale Supéri-
eure de Lettres et Sciences Humaines (Lyon). Editor of the journal Actuel 
Marx (PUF) and co-editor of the journal Critical Horizons (Acumen), 
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he has written books and articles on Hegel, Marx, and critical theory. 
His publications include Marx et l’idée de critique (1995), Mépris social. 
Ethique et politique de la reconnaisance (2000), Hegel. La naturalisation 
de la dialectique (2001), Philosophie chimique. Hegel et la science dyna-
miste de son temps (2002), Où en est la théorie critique? (edited with Yves 
Sintomer, 2003), L’expérience de l’injustice. Reconnaissance et clinique de 
l’injustice (2004), Souffrances socials: sociologie, psychologie et politique 
(2008), Lire les manuscrit de 1844 (Editor, 2008), Lire Marx (with G. 
Duménil and M. Löwy, 2009). 
Elizabeth Rechniewski is a senior lecturer in the Department of French 
Studies at the University of Sydney. Her current research interests lie in 
the area of Memory Studies and commemoration, and she is a member 
of a project coordinated by Professor Olivier Wieviorka undertaking 
a comparative study of the significance of commemoration in con-
temporary national life. She has researched and published widely on 
French intellectuals and engagement, including Suarès, Malraux, Sartre: 
antécédents littéraires de l’existentialisme (1996) and Sartre’s nausea: text, 
context and intertext, (with Alistair Rolls, 2005). Reflecting a continu-
ing research interest in discourse analysis of the media, she undertakes 
comparative analysis of the news media within a systemic-functional 
and appraisal framework. 
Irene Watson is an Aboriginal legal scholar and critical legal theorist 
who belongs to the Taganekald and Meintangk peoples, also known as 
the Ngarrindjeri. She is currently Leader of the Research and Research 
Education portfolio of the David Unaipon College of Indigenous Edu-
cation and Research at the University of South Australia. Prior to this, 
she was a research fellow with the Sydney Law School. In addition to 
her career in academia, Watson has worked as a legal practitioner and 
was a member of the Aboriginal Legal Rights Movement SA from 1973 
to 2005. She has taken part in the UN Working Group on Indigenous 
Populations and has extensive experience working on questions of 
international law and Aboriginal peoples.
